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March 10, 2017

Dear Committee Members:

It is our honor to present Jim Zboril as a nominee for the 2017 AIA Orlando Award of Merit. Jim’s leadership in the 
development field as President of the Tavistock Development Company and his activism on behalf of excellent 
architectural design put him in a class all his own. His successful development effort at Lake Nona for Tavistock has been 
a model that others around the world are coming to visit and are attempting to emulate. This new smart 21st Century 
community integrates life, work, corporate, medical, residential, health, hospitality, and retail environments within a 
modern framework where technology is the common platform and physical connectivity seamlessly unites the community.

Below we have highlighted a few of the qualities Jim possesses that we believe contribute to his success in leading 
excellent design.

Advocacy for Excellent Architecture

Jim is extremely passionate about all aspects of design. It is his collaborative approach that sets him apart. He surrounds 
himself with talented designers from the wide ranging fields of master planning and architecture to landscape architecture 
and environmental art and he encourages collaboration between these designers in order to generate unique ideas. 
His “Design Thinking” workshops have become effective forums for design discussion, critiques and creative strategy 
sessions where concepts and ideas are explored and tested by all stakeholders.

Generating a Strong Sense of Place

Few could argue the uniquely iconic ambiance that has been created in a very short period of time in Lake Nona. This 
sense of place has been due to a master plan conceived by Jim and his team at Tavistock to combine urban density with 
office and retail in the Lake Nona Town Center with multifamily and single family residential property surrounding the 
community core. This, combined with the dedication of larger surrounding parcels for corporations, research institutes, 
and hospitals creates a synergy between the economic engines that sustain a community and the community life of the 
thriving community. 

Under Jim’s leadership, Lake Nona has added many important and influential projects in our community including:

His vision for excellence in the built environment allows the architects he partners with to develop lasting landmarks with 
a quality and permanence that sets Lake Nona projects apart from typical development projects. His understanding of 
the inherent uniqueness of each building design empowers his design teams to create distinctive yet cohesive design 
solutions.

Creating Livable Communities

Jim’s vision and commitment to building community has already left an indelible mark in Central Florida. His mission is 
not only focused on producing livable environments and awareness of the value of good design and architecture but also 
includes elevating our community as a whole. 

• The UCF College of Medicine

• Sanford Burnham Prebys Medical Discovery Institute

• University of Florida-College of Pharmacy

• Nemours Children’s Hospital

• Medical Office and Corporate office space

• Parking structures

• Hotels

• Restaurants 

• USTA New Home of American Tennis
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If business success were the measure of successful communities, Jim’s work on the Lake Nona development would rank 
among the top, being touted among the best-selling developments in America. However, it is Jim’s attention to the 
intangibles of community building that are the real benchmark of his development success. His attention to a communities 
need for amenities that encourage a healthy active lifestyle, hubs for social and family interaction, and a vibrant business 
community drive his development philosophy and contribute to well-rounded and sustainable communities. 

We believe that these qualities and Jim Zboril’s contributions to the cause of excellent design make him an excellent 
candidate for the 2017 AIA Orlando Award of Merit.

Sincerely,
HUNTONBRADY ARCHITECTS
       

Steve Belflower, AIA, LEED AP  Maurizio J. Maso, AIA  Danny Gordon, AIA, LEED AP
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TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 
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Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY NEW HEADQUARTERS
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA



TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

LANDON HOUSE APARTMENTS
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TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA



TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

CANVAS RESTAURANT & MARKET
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA



TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

GUIDEWELL INNOVATION CENTER
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA



TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

LAKE NONA TOWN CENTER
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA



TAVISTOCK DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

JAMES “JIM” ZBORIL
President 
Tavistock Development Company 

During his nearly 12 years at the helm, Jim has led the evolution of Tavistock 

Development Company from land owner to a full service, integrated multi-

use real estate development, construction and management firm, including 

the creation of Dais Technologies and Craft Homes, our newest investment in 

a local homebuilder. 

He oversees all operations, including management of our flagship project: 

Lake Nona, a 17-square-mile, master-designed community in Orlando, Fla., 

ranked among the best-selling developments in America. For Lake Nona, Jim 

orchestrated the creation of Lake Nona Medical City – a center of health care 

innovation and home to leading healthcare providers, hospitals, and research 

organizations. Recently, Jim and the Tavistock team have been successful in 

recruiting the United States Tennis Association for the creation of the New 

Home of American Tennis in Lake Nona’s Sports & Performance District, the 

largest tennis campus in the world. The team also recently recruited big four 

accounting firm KPMG, who sought out Lake Nona’s innovative development 

to open their first global trainng facility.  

With close to 30 years of experience, his expertise spans the real estate 

spectrum, from leading large-scale developments with public and private 

partners to navigating Community Development Districts and infrastructure 

bond finance. Jim has participated in the development of over 25,000 acres 

in Florida and is an alumnus of Western Michigan University, where he earned 

a BSBA in finance.  He currently serves as Chairman of the Association of 

Florida Community Developers, an active group of some of Florida’s largest 

development professionals.  Jim is also a member of the Urban Land Institute 

and a member of their Community Development Council, International 

Council of Shopping Centers and sits on the Board of Directors for Ronald 

McDonald House Charities. 

LAUREATE PARK HOMES
LAKE NONA, ORLANDO, FLORIDA


